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«Poststructuralism has pronounced the end of all grand narratives and references, whether of God, truth or form,
and has insisted on the death of man as creative author and the centred subject of history and representation.
The task of postmodern jurisprudence is to bring out the consequences of this for the legal subject, possessor of
abstract rights and duties, and for the legal system of principles, forms and reason. Jurisprudence goes
postmoderne in order to retain and redraw its old commitment to plural and open forms of reason(s) and
communitiesy.
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« Both musical and linguistic signs do not recollect an imaginary or contractual presence. They exist as
productive repetitions that create what they repeat ».
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« Furthermore, for a sign to work, it must be repeatable. Repeatability is the mark of the sign. But then as each
repetition occurs in a new context, no meaning is ever the same, and no sign is identically repeated.
Repeatability, the cause of the sign’s lack of absolute identity, is also a field of productivity. In repeating, the
sign defies all distinguishing lines by original and copy, authentic and derivative, essence and expression,
context and form. All these oppositions are put into play by the logic of incessant repetition ».
w\ww!)luéw,‘
« Even more, as the subjectivity is constructed in langage, no person is ever fully present to him or herself. As
we use signs to think, to search our soul and to experience the worlds, the suspension of meaning in langage
affect every aspect of our existence ».
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«Values are radically subjective, the expression of the individuals will to power. And when no
ultimate foundation can be established, or highest value discovered in God, truth, reality or the
good, then all values stand in a relation of equivalence, and all key concepts of western
metaphysical thought are weakened».
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' Narratologie critique/ Critical Narratology
" Littérature/ Literature
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«The postmodern story of the trail and of the law would instead narrate them as a “swarm of narratives,
narratives that are passed up, mode up, listened to, and acted out™. [...] We can all tell stories, - and the narratees
of one moment, by changing a secondary detail in the narration, can become the narrators of a different story to
their own narratees, and so on. Secondary details and turs in the act of saying will change what is being said.
But then, as Lyotard reminds us, this type of local telling of short stories displays a Nietzschean strength to
forget the past, and open the possibility of actions. [...] The narrative of justice then is neither a theory nor a
law, but a perspective.
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«We are all storytellers and our only reference is to other narratives. But nowadays the storyteller must learn
her authority rather than assume it»
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Abstract

This article examines the theoretical confrontation between modernity and postmodernity
in legal philosophy and, in particular, analyzes the implications of the postmodern
paradigm for legal rationality, normativity, and legitimacy. The main subject of the study
is an evaluation of the impact of French post-structuralist thought—especially in the
works of Jean-Frangois Lyotard and Jacques Derrida—on the theoretical foundations of
modern law. The research adopts a descriptive—analytical method based on documentary
analysis. First, the essential components of modern legal thought and the key elements of
the postmodern paradigm—including the critique of logocentrism, the concept of
deconstruction, the idea of the “death of the subject,” and the end of grand narratives—
are outlined. Their consequences for legal interpretation and judicial reasoning are then
critically examined. The central question of the article is whether the rejection of
foundational rationality and legitimizing grand narratives in postmodernism can provide
an alternative basis for legal theory, or whether it ultimately weakens the normative and
practical foundations of law. The findings indicate that although postmodernism plays an
important critical role in exposing the power-oriented and ideological dimensions of
modernity and enables a reconsideration of certain established assumptions in modern
legal theory, its abandonment of rational standards of judgment and its relativization of
meaning seriously challenge the possibility of distinguishing between legitimacy and
arbitrariness. Consequently, the article argues that if postmodernism fully rejects
normative rationality, it tends toward relativism or a form of legal nihilism and
undermines the capacity to defend responsibility and legal judgment.
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